incorporating BVA Youth News 


EDITORS: Arnold T. Ohrn, Robert S. Denny, Marjorie Moore Armstrong 
Washington, D. C., U.S.A. 


June 1956 


Quite a Quorum 


“Five members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business, provided both hemispheres 
and at least three general organizations are repre- 
sented.” 

The above words are quoted from that para- 
gaph of the Constitution of the Baptist World 
Alliance which relates to its Executive Committee. 
At the meeting held May 22-23 in Washington, 
D.C., 33 of the 65 members were present. In 
‘addition 28 others were represented by authorized 
proxies. There were thus 61 voting participants. 

Not only were both hemispheres represented, 
but five out of six “continents” had members pres- 
sent. Oscar Rodriguez came from Latin America, 
J.T. Ayorinde from Africa, David Ahn from Asia, 
besides Henry Cook and Jakov Zhidkov from Eu- 
rope. Of the proxies seven were of nationalities 
other than those of the North American continent: 
Alexander Karev of Russia, Franjo Klem of Yugo- 
slavia, Aron Andersson of Sweden, Ronald Bell 
and Paul Rowntree Clifford of England, Chetti 
Devasahayam of India, Albert Ai Lun, M.D., of 
Burma and Emanuel Dahunsi of Nigeria. A total 
of 16 of the 61 present came from overseas. 

“At least three general organizations”: no less 
s}than 12 unions or conventions were represented 
by members, and an additional 17 by proxy-hold- 
ers, six of whom came from outside the U.S.A. 

These figures are quoted in order to show the 
growing importance of the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee meeting, an annual event since 1946. 

The most valuable feature of these meetings is 
vi the close fellowship enjoyed by Baptist leaders 
from so many different conventions. A treasured 
-}aspect of the occasional representation of absent 
members by proxy, is the opportunity afforded 
.}ton-members to visit the Alliance “behind the 


isp scenes” and learn something of the inner work- 


ings of our global fellowship organization. 

A particularly happy feature is the spirit of 
understanding and oneness that unfailingly char- 
acterizes these gatherings. Never does one notice 
any division along continental, national, racial, or 
organizational lines. Baptists of East and West, 
‘| North and South, find in these annual meetings of 
the Executive Committee their one annual oppor- 
‘Ttunity for brotherly interchange of ideas in per- 
sonal contact. A.T.O. 
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Tenth World Congress to Go to Rio 


The enormous importance of Latin America as 
a mission field, and the rapid growth of our Bap- 
tist work in a country like Brazil in particular 
caused the Executive Committee to choose Rio de 
Janeiro as the place of the Baptist World Congress 
in 1960, “provided satisfactory arrangements can 
be made.” There is reason to believe that this con- 
dition will be fulfilled. If so, a Congress will be 
held in the Southern hemisphere for the first time 
in Alliance history. The Committee expressed 
the hope that it might prove possible to hold the 
1965 Congress in Asia. 

Invitations from Tokyo, Sydney, Rio de Janeiro, 
Havana and Miami had been extended to the 
Alliance before the Executive Committee met in 
Washington in May. 


Carl Tiller Elected Western Treasurer 


The Executive Committee of the Alliance elected 
a government budget methods specialist and Bap- 
tist deacon to succeed Dr. Edward B. Willingham 
as western treasurer of the Alliance. 

Carl W. Tiller was born 
in Battle Lake, Minne- 
sota, and educated in its 
public schools. He _ re- 
ceived his bachelor’s de- 
gree from Concordia Col- 
lege in that state and his 
master’s degree in public 
administration from the 
University of Minnesota. 
He was employed for five 
years in the Department 
of Administration of the 
state, and for one year by the Municipal Finance 
Officers Association, with office in Chicago, before 
he came to Washington in 1942 to assume his 
present responsibilities in the United States Bu- 
reau of the Budget. His wife is the former Olive 
Foerster of St. Paul, Minnesota, and they have two 
children: Bob, 14, and Jeanne, 11. The family 
are all members of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Washington, where Mr. Tiller has served as chair- 
man of the Board of Deacons for the past two 
years. He is a member of the General Council 
of the American Baptist Convention. The Tillers 
live in Cheverly, Maryland. 








Mr. Tiller succeeds Dr. Edward B. Willingham, 
who has moved from Washington to New York 
and who resigned as treasurer. Dr. Willingham 
was promptly co-opted by the Committee as its 
sixty-sixth member. 


Fifth World Youth Conference Announced 


On recommendation of the Youth Committee of 
the Alliance, the BWA Executive Committee voted 
to have the next world Baptist youth conference 
in Toronto, Canada, during the first week in July, 
1958. The fourth youth meeting of Baptists of 
the world was in Rio de Janeiro in 1954. 

The first Asian Baptist Youth Conference is 
scheduled for Hong Kong, August 20-26, 1956. 
BWA President Theodore F. Adams and Associate 
Secretary Robert S. Denny plan to leave the United 
States July 23 to attend this conference. Mrs. 
Akiko Endo Matsumura of Tokyo is chairman of 
the conference. Plans reported at the meeting 
May 21 of the Administrative Committee of the 
Youth Committee indicated representation from 
the various countries of Asia as follows: 

From Burma five; Ceylon five; India one; In- 
donesia two; Korea three; Malaya two; the Philip- 
pines three; Taiwan (Formosa) seven or eight; 
Thailand three; and Japan fifteen. 

This conference will be financed from gifts from 
individuals and groups. Through the Student De- 
partment of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., several sums have been received by or 
promised to the Youth Committee: 


North Carolina Baptist Student Union—$150 
Florida Baptist Student Union—$225 
Arkansas Baptist Student Union—$50 

Texas Baptist Student Union—$275 


Billy Graham, who was a proxy at the recent 
BWA Executive Committee meeting, made a gift 
of $1,000 for this meeting. From the annual al- 
lowance to the Youth Committee from BWA funds, 
a sum of $500 is being made available for the con- 
ference. An estimate indicates the need of $4,000, 
with approximately $2,500 in hand or pledged. 


First Church Host to Alliance 


Washington’s First Baptist Church, located a 
few short blocks from the headquarters of the 
Alliance, made its facilities available to the Execu- 
tive Committee May 22-23. Lunch and dinner 
were served to the committee May 22, and the 
afternoon session was held there. 

At eight o’clock that evening a Baptist rally took 
place in the church’s sanctuary, a beautiful build- 
ing occupied for the first time Christmas Day, 
1955. Four-minute speeches were made by nine 
representatives of Baptist groups outside conti- 
nental U.S.A. who were attending the BWA Ex- 
ecutive Committe: meeting. These included Dr. 
Henry Cook of Great Britain, the Rev. Aron An- 
dersson of Sweden, the Rev. Franjo Klem of 
Yugoslavia, the Rev. Jakov Zhidkov of the Soviet 








Union, Dr. J. T. Ayorinde of Nigeria, Dr. Oscar 
Rodriguez of Cuba, the Rev. David Ahn of Korea, 
Dr. Albert Ai Lun of Burma, and the Rev. Chet 
Devasahayam of India. 

Mrs. Edgar Bates of Canada read the Scripture, 
Dr. P. S. Wilkinson of San Antonio and Dr. Joseph 
H. Jackson of Chicago led in prayer, and music 
was furnished by the choir of Mount Carmel Bap. 
tist Church under the direction of Miss Daisy 
Young, Dr. W. H. Jernagin pastor. 

Dr. Edward H. Pruden, pastor of the church, is 
a member of the Executive Committee. Present 
at the dinner were Harold E. Stassen, special con. 
sultant on disarmament for President Eisenhower; 
Senator Frank Carlson and Senator Theodore F. 
Green; and Congressman J. Percy Priest, all Bap. 
tist laymen. Also guests of the occasion were two 
representatives of the United States Department of 
State, Mr. Robert Owen and Miss Virginia James 
of the Russian desk. 






















Women’s Department Reports Gains 





Mrs. George R. Martin, just back from Tokyo, 
made her report as chairman of the Women’s 
Committee to the Executive Committee. The new 
Pacific-Southeast Asia Women’s Union organized 



























April 4-8 with enthusiasm is under the direction I 
of devoted Christian women who will give it sound } ’ 
leadership, she said. Latin American Baptist 
women will meet in Santiago, Chile, July 24-30. } 
The European Baptist Women’s Conference for | ° 
1956 was in session at Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzer- h 
land, May 21-28, with Mrs. Ruth O. Pepper of | 
England as the new chairman. , 
Caudill Makes Final Relief Report t 

Dr. Paul R. Caudill, chairman of the BWA}? 
Relief Committee, reported that the Stuttgart re- ( 
lief office has been closed and recommended that | ) 
the Washington office be closed December 31. 

He stated that the committee has served the 
purpose which was outlined for it at Copenhagen : 
in 1947 when it was enlarged and commissioned l 
to help channel relief in areas of need outside S 
Baptist mission fields. \ 

“There are still many places of great need,” he ; 
declared, but the emergency of 1947 has ended 
and the various Baptist bodies are urged to take | ™ 
care of the appeals in the areas they serve. He} ® 
cited the North American Baptist General Confer: | ® 
ence, the Baptist General Conference of America, 
and Canadian Baptists as “big relief workers.” | ° 

Dr. Caudill urged that all relief appeals be| * 
cleared through the Baptist World Alliance to| 
avoid duplication of effort and administration. I 

The work of Adolf Klaupiks as director of the j 
relief office was mentioned with appreciation. Dr. 
W. O. Lewis said, “Mr. Klaupiks has accumulated ‘ 





a lot of experience and skill in refugee work 
which ought to be used after the Baptist relief 
office is closed.” 
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Help Wanted for °58 Youth Conference 


The Administrative Committee requested the 
Youth Secretary to gather suggestions from Bap- 
tist youth around the world for the Fifth Baptist 
Youth World Conference to be held in Toronto 
the first week in July, 1958. 

In this regard the Secretary is requesting all 
youth groups to send suggestions to the Baptist 
World Alliance office at 1628 16th Street, N.W., 
Washington 9, D. C., by September 1. The Ad- 
ministrative Committee will meet in November to 
go over these suggestions and assimilate them. 

It is necessary to have ideas from every part of 
the world in order that this ’58 meeting be an 
international one. No speakers have been invited. 
No plans have been made except for the selection 
of date and place. Procedures will be started 
after suggestions have been received. 

The meetings will be in the Varsity Arena or 
the Varsity Stadium depending upon the size of 
the crowds on the University of Toronto campus. 
There will be a limited number of dormitory 
rooms available, and the university cafeteria will 
be open for the Baptist visitors. 

Apparently all of Toronto, Ontario, and Canada 
have the welcome mat out for this Baptist world 
youth meeting. 

Every national Baptist youth organization 
should be represented. More than that, each 
group should strive to raise additional money to 
help some other group that otherwise would not 
be represented. The office of the Youth Secretary 
will serve as a clearing house for mutual help. 

All of these endeavors must be undergirded and 
cemented together with prayer for the best laid 
plans can go awry if not directed by the power of 


God. R.S.D. 


Messages Sent to Absentee Members 


The BWA Executive Committee sent greetings 
to its two living former presidents: Dr. F. Townley 
Lord of London, and Dr. C. Oscar Johnson of 
St. Louis, Missouri, who was en route to Australia 
May 22-23 for a preaching mission. 

News of the illness of another member of the 
Executive Committee, Dr. Nannie Helen Bur- 
roughs, prompted the group to send flowers to her 
at her home in Lincoln Heights, Washington, as a 
gesture of appreciation and good wishes. 

A message of condolence was sent to the family 
of the late Mrs. George W. Truett, who passed 
away in Dallas, Texas, recently. She was the 
widow of the BWA president who served from 
1934 to 1939. 


Jubilee Congress Expenses Paid 


Ronald Bell of London, joint treasurer for the 
Baptist World Congress, reported to the Executive 
Committee a full account of the receipts and ex- 
penditures for the London meeting last July. 
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PHOTO COURTESY S. A. S. 


Shown landing in New York May 18, are Presi- 
dent Jakov Zhidkov, his interpreter and office 
assistant Klaudia Tyrtova, Vice-President Nikolai 
Levindanto, General Secretary Alexander Karev, 
and Treasurer Ilya Ivanov, of the All-Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, the 
first Russian church delegation to visit the United 
States since 1906. 


Under the BWA constitution, the host conven- 
tion or union is responsible for providing the 
funds for all expenses incident to holding a Con- 
gress, and “these expenses shall not in any degree 
be a charge upon the general funds of the 
Alliance.” 

The local committee for the Congress expected 
6,000 Baptists, but the total registration was 8,500, 
making possible a surplus in Congress income of 
nearly £19,000 ($28,000). The surplus was used 
in grants to various Baptist organizations; the 
Alliance received £1,500. 

While the Alliance defrays the expenses of 
Executive Committee members attending meetings 
of the Committee, except when they are held in 
conjunction with world congresses, in no case is 
intercontinental travel expense provided by the 
Alliance. Mission boards and societies help make 
it possible for various national Baptist bodies to 
have representatives at these meetings. In re- 
spect to proxies, the rules adopted by the Alliance 
many years ago preclude the payment of travel 
expense. 





BWA President, Secretaries Travel 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams and Secretary Robert S. 
Denny plan to leave New York City July 23 for a 
round-the-world trip to attend the Asian Baptist 
youth conference in Hong Kong. Their uncon- 
firmed itinerary is as follows: 

Madrid, Spain, July 24-26; Rome, Italy, July 
27; Athens, Greece, July 28; Beirut, Lebanon, 
July 29-31; Delhi, India, August 1-3; Calcutta, 
August 4; Rangoon, Burma, August 5; Bangkok, 
Thailand, August 7; Singapore, August 9; 
Djakarta, Indonesia, August 10-12; Manila, P. I., 
August 13-15; Taipei, Taiwan, August 16-18; 
Hong Kong, August 18-23; Tokyo, Japan, August 
24-31; Korea, September 1-3; Hawaii, September 
3-4; San Francisco, September 6. 

General Secretary Arnold T. Ohrn will spend 
the late summer in Europe. He leaves July 11, 
to return early in September. He will visit Ger- 
many, Austria, Yugoslavia, and Hungary, and at- 
tend the European Baptist Federation Council 
meeting in Norway in late August. 


Religious Persecution Denounced 


The Executive Committee of the Alliance in ses- 
sion May 22-23 sent messages to two governments 
where religious liberty is denied. 

To the President of Colombia in South America, 
the Committee said: 

“The members of the executive Committee [of 
the Baptist World Alliance] have heard with deep 
distress reports of the continuing persecution of 
evangelical Christians in Colombia at the hands 
of officials and clergy of the Roman Catholic 
Church, aided by mob action. With a deep con- 
cern for the freedom of people of all religions and 
races, we appeal to the Colombian Government to 
do all in its power to establish and secure order 
and liberty for all.” 

General Francisco Franco received a message 
which was more specific: 


“The Executive Committee expresses the re- 
grets of our worldwide Baptist fellowship that the 
expectations created by the action of the Spanish 
Government with regard to the Evangelical Theo- 
logical Seminary in Madrid have not been 
fulfilled. 

“When the Spanish Government removed the 
seals on the building, we hoped that this action 
would be immediately followed by the reopening 
of the Seminary and the School to fulfill its func- 
tions. To our great regret we find that the Semi- 
nary and School still remain closed, and we 
earnestly appeal to the Spanish Government to 
follow up their original action by permitting the 
Seminary and the School to resume their work. 

“The present situation causes great distress of 
mind to all friends of Spain including many 
Roman Catholics, and we are sure that if the 
Spanish government would permit the Seminary 


and School to be reopened it would give grea 
pleasure to all liberty-loving people.” 

The separate resolutions were addressed to the 
respective governments, signed by the preside 
and the general secretary of the Alliance, and de. 
livered to the offices of the Ambassadors of (Co. 
lombia and Spain. 


Baptist Women Attend Committee Meeting 


In addition to the women members of the 
Executive Committee, three of whom were present 
at the 1956 meeting, several other Baptist women 
attended on May 22-23. 

The members are the woman vice-president, 
Mrs. Edgar Bates of Canada, the women’s chair. 
man, Mrs. George R. Martin of Norfolk, Virginia, 
U.S.A., and Mrs. Maurice B. Hodge of Portland, 
Oregon. Miss Lois Chapple of London and Dr, 
Nannie H. Burroughs of Washington were unable 
to attend. 

Guests included Mrs. Theodore F. Adams of 
Richmond, Virginia; Mrs. David Ahn of Korea; 
Mrs. W. O. Lewis of Washington; Mrs. R. L. 
Mathis of Dallas, Texas; Mrs. Reuben Nelson of 
New York City; Miss Joyce Parr of Dayton, Ohio; 
Mrs. W. C. Smalley of Edmonton, Alberta, Can- 
ada; Miss Klaudia Tyrtova of Moscow; arid Mrs. 
Frank C. Wigginton of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 


Future Committee Meetings Scheduled 


The Executive Committee of the Alliance ac- 
cepted invitations from three Baptist educational 
institutions for its next three meetings. 

“Our policy is to hold Executive Committee 
meetings in different Baptist areas,” President 
Theodore F. Adams stated. “In 1954 we were in 
the United States, at Louisville seminary; last 
year in London for the Congress; this year in 
Washington at headquarters; next year in Canada 
at McMaster; and the next in Europe at 
Ruschlikon.” 

The 1957 meeting will be held in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, on the campus of McMaster 
University at the end of August. In 1958 the 
Committee will meet at the Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland. In 
1959 Colgate-Rochester Divinity School at Roches- 
ter, New York, will be host to the Committee. 

The following year the Executive Committee 
will hold its meeting in connection with the tenth 
Baptist World Congress—presumably in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 


Holland’s Baptist youth leader, Jan J. Kiwiet, 
has received his doctor’s degree, University of 
Zurich, graduating cum laude. His thesis on Pil- 
grim Marbeck, 1495-1556, is a contribution to the 
discussion between state churches and _ free 
churches. Dr. Kiwiet, graduate of the Baptist 
seminary at Ruschlikon, is in charge of the Bap- 
tist Youth Center “Renderloo” in Holland. 
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Australasia 


Overseas Speakers to Attend Conference 


The Sixth Pan-Australian Baptist Youth Con- 
ference to be held at Friends’ School, Hobart, Tas- 
mania, August 27 to September 4, will have for 
the first time in its history two speakers from 


abroad. 
Dr. J. M. Price, retiring professor of religious 
education, Southwestern Baptist Theological 


Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, U.S.A., and the 
Rev. J. J. Burt, Youth Director of the New Zealand 
Baptist Union, are to be the guests. On the theme 
“The Living Christ Leads On,” the conference is 
designed to “consider the educational, recreational 
and training program of the whole church in the 
light of present trends.” 

The Australian Baptist, denominational weekly 
for the Baptist Unions of Australia, has inaugu- 
rated a youth section. The April 18 issue carried 
the article by Robert S. Denny which appeared in 
THE BAPTIST WORLD in January, “Let Us Go 
Up and Possess It!” 


Cook Reports Latest News of Europe 


Dr. Henry Cook, making his report to the 
Executive Committee as interim associate secre- 
tary, declared that “our people all over Europe are 
delighted that our Baptist brethren in Russia are 
attending BWA meetings again.” 

He said that in every country he observes “a 
keen passion to win souls for Christ” and this he 
said is “the one thing that will effect unity through- 
out Europe.” He reported “a stronger fellowship 
between differing groups of Baptists in each coun- 
try,” rooted in evangelism. 

In France Baptists are starting churches in the 
larger cities, Dr. Cook stated. 

“Two great things” happened simultaneously in 
Europe, according to the secretary. One was the 
launching of the Baptist seminary at Ruschlikon, 
bringing together young men and women from all 
the countries in Europe to study together in the 
same language the methods and motives of evan- 
gelism. Upon graduation they undertake respon- 
sibility in their home countries, praying for each 
other in every field, and undergirding the evan- 
gelization of Europe with concern and personal 
interest for fellow workers. 

The second event was the organization of the 
European Baptist Federation, which gave birth to 
anew missionary society. One couple now under 
appointment, a preacher and a medical doctor, will 
soon be joined by other missionary recruits. 

In England, Baptists are urged to locate a Bap- 
tist church when they go to the continent for 
holidays, and worship with their fellow Baptists in 
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Europe. The great eagerness of most Europeans 
to learn to speak English is being exploited for 
evangelism; “If you want to learn English, why 
not go to the local Baptist church?” they say. 
“You will always find someone there who speaks 
English!” 

At the conclusion of his report, the Executive 
Committee voted to postpone the election of an 
associate secretary in Europe and Dr. Cook was 
asked “in view of his service to the people of 
Europe and his manifest acceptance by the people 
of Europe” to continue to serve as interim associ- 
ate secretary until October 1, 1957. He kindly 
consented. 





Meet a BWA Vice-President 


Jakob Meister is a na- 
tive of Zurich, now in 
“active retirement” there. 
The son of a senior dea- 
con in the Zurich Baptist 
Church, he was converted 
in 1902 and baptized in 
1904 by Pastor Eduard 
Scheve. After graduation 
from the Zurich middle 
schools, Jakob took three 
years’ business training 
and followed this career 
for two years. He then 
entered the Baptist seminary at Hamburg. 
1913 he accepted the pastorate of the Baptist 
Church at Danzig. He was called to Konigsberg, 
East Prussia in 1919, to the pastorate of one of 
the seven Baptist churches and to be evangelist 
and president of the Baptist association, at one 
time the largest in Germany. He edited the Ger- 
man Baptist young people’s monthly paper. In 
1928 he was called to Zurich and as pastor of 
his old home church was also president of the 
Baptists of Switzerland. Since 1935 he has been 
pastor and director of the Bethel Deaconess House, 
Berlin, and since 1946 president of the German 
Baptist Union. He was elected in 1947 to the 
BWA Executive Committee, and became a vice- 
president in 1955. He and Mrs. Meister, whom he 
married in 1917, had four children. The sur- 
viving sons are Theophil, medical doctor in 
Zurich, and Claus, Ruschlikon seminary professor. 
The Meisters live at Apollostrasse 21, Zurich 7. 





In 





Russian Baptists Await Revival 

Secretary Alexander Karev of the All-Soviet 
Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists declared 
that the Baptists of the U.S.S.R. are actively ex- 
pecting a revival. Their grounds for hope 
include: 

“Well prepared soil” in the hearts of the people, 
and “very great zeal of every Baptist to plant seed 
in this soil.” 





The spirit of Christian witnessing is predomi- 
nant among the Baptists. Secretary Karev quoted 
one of the Eastern Orthodox church leaders, a 
Metropolitan, as saying, “It would be dangerous 
to sit side by side with any Baptist. Each is a 
little bag of dynamite. Just one word about God 
sets him off!” 

The plan in use is quite simple, Mr. Karev 
said. “We plan to put the personality of Jesus 
Christ as high as possible, and to point as many 
as possible to it.” 

The completion of the new hymnal is a great 
historical event among the Baptists, the Russian 
Christian leader stated. He reported that paper 
has been purchased and a printing house em- 
ployed for the printing of the Bible from matrices 
furnished by the American Bible Society. 

The Executive Committee voted to express its 
gratitude to the American Bible Society for its 
co-operation with Russian Baptists in the produc- 
tion of a supply of Bibles. 

The Rev. Jakov Zhidkov, venerable president 
of Russian Baptists and senior pastor of the Bap- 
tist Church in Moscow, speaking at the rally in 
the First Baptist Church on the evening of the 
Executive Committee meeting, said “The brethren 
of Russia are filled with the love of Christ. In 
every field of the work of the Lord we feel this 
love. We have met much love of God’s people 
here [in America] and feel that love emanating 
from your hearts toward us.” 


Carlson Reports Facts About Spain 


Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, director of the Joint 
Public Affairs Committee of the Baptists of the 
U.S.A., reported to the Executive Committee that 
the 70-year-old evangelical seminary which was 
closed by police order in Madrid early this year is 
still closed. The seals were removed in April but 
the seminary is not operating. 

In Madrid 30,000 Bibles were taken from the 
office of the British and Foreign Bible Society by 
the authorities in April. Four Baptist churches 
in Spain are closed at this time, according to Dr. 
George W. Sadler, Southern Baptist secretary for 
European Missions. 

Baptists who travel in Europe are urged to 
visit Spain and to attend the Baptist churches of 
the country. 

Concluding his report, Dr. Carlson stated that 
5,000 to 6,000 priests are being transferred by 
the Catholic Church from Spain to Latin America. 
In Colombia, Protestants are reported facing the 
most serious situation since 1948. Thirty evan- 
gelical churches were closed during the latter half 
of April. 

On May 13, 1956, the Evangelical Confedera- 
tion of Colombia called upon Protestants every- 
where to pray and fast for those who are being 
persecuted. 


Latin America 
Cuban Pastor Reports to Committee 


“Latin America is reacting to the witness o{ 
God,” declared Oscar Rodriguez, a native of 
Puerto Rico, now pastor at Cristo, Oriente, Cuba, 
Three months ago, a bill for religious education 
in public and private schools was defeated in the 
national Congress by the co-operation of evangel. 
ical forces, civic clubs, and other “liberal” or. 
ganizations. Cuban Baptists baptized 300 candi. 
dates last year and that many more are being 
trained for church membership after baptism. 

Mr. Rodriguez stated that he recently baptized 
fourteen men and fourteen women who had never 
been legally married, but when they were con. 
verted they asked for a wedding ceremony to be 
followed by baptism. 

The Cuban representative extended a formal 
invitation to the Alliance to hold its tenth world 
congress in Havana, and distributed a 7-page 
brochure provided by Havana authorities to de. 
scribe the advantages of that meeting place. Mr. 
Rodriguez said that having the Congress in Cuba 
would help the evangelical cause throughout the 
Caribbean area. 

Dr. Frank K. Means, Latin American secretary 
for Southern Baptists, who has recently spent sev- 
eral weeks in Rio de Janeiro, presented the invi- 
tation of that city. A cablegram from Missionary 
Edgar F. Hallock to the Executive Committee con- 
firmed the report that facilities for large meetings 
are being greatly improved since the Fourth Bap- 
tist Youth World Conference. The trip to Rio 
has much appeal for tourists, Dr. Means said, and 
BWA delegates passing through the smaller coun- 
tries of South America en route to and from Rio 
will greatly encourage the small Baptist constitu- 
encies of the continent. In Brazil, according to 
Dr. Means, is one of the stronger new Baptist 
bodies, claiming 135,000 members. In Rio alone 
are 100 Baptist churches, and the Baptist mis- 
sionaries in Brazil now total about 100. 

“Tt will do us good,” declared Dr. Means, “to 
go to Rio. If we want to do something for South 
America we should go to Rio.” 


Cooperative Program Plan Adopted 


The Baptist Convention of Argentina and Para- 
guay in its 48th annual assembly May 11-13 in 
Rosario where the body was organized in 1908 
unanimously approved a Cooperative Program 
which had been under study and preparation for 
the past two years. The 285 messengers repre: 
senting 92 of the 168 constituent churches also 
made a public declaration on religious freedom, 
which was released to the press. The Convention 
devoted one evening session to a report on the 
BWA Jubilee Congress, in which 1,500 persons 
heard the Rev. Santiago Canclini of Buenos Aires. 













BWA Executive Committeeman Alfonso Olmedo, 
president for the past year, was elected first vice- 
president, and Dr. Canclini was elected president 
for 1956-57. 

The Year of Stewardship just closed gave 
evidence of renewed power in the 139 churches 
which made full reports. An increase of 25 per 
cent in giving made possible an increase in con- 
tributions to all convention causes of 27 per cent. 
Baptisms totaled 662, an increase over previous 
years. The two major events in Baptist life this 
year were the opening of the Children’s Home at 
Esperanza April 14, and the inauguration of the 
Home for the Aged in Rosario, with three inmates. 


North America 


Russian Baptists on Tour of U.S.A. 


The leaders of the Baptists of the U.S.S.R. ar- 
rived in New York May 18 for a 30-day visit to 
fellow Baptists in the United States. They include 
the Rev. Alexander Karev, general secretary of 
the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists; the Rev. Jakov Zhidkov, president; the 
Rev. Nikolai Levindanto, vice-president; the Rev. 
llya Ivanov, treasurer; and Miss Klaudia Tyrtova, 
youth representative and office assistant in the 
Council. 

The party was met by BWA President Theodore 
f, Adams and Dr. V. Carney Hargroves, the Rev. 
Adolf Klaupiks, director of the BWA Relief 
work, who serves as their personal interpreter 
throughout the tour, and the Rev. Dean Goodwin of 
the American Baptist Convention, who accompa- 
ties the party as manager. 

In Washington May 20, the Russian Baptists 
spoke at Calvary, Metropolitan, and Brookland 
Baptist Churches, and First Church in Alexandria. 
They participated in all sessions of the BWA 
Executive Committee May 22-23, and were shown 
the capital city. In Richmond, May 25, they were 
honored at a special Baptist Fellowship Service 
in the First Baptist Church, sponsored by the 
Richmond Baptist Association. 

The Russians will attend the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Kansas City and the American Bap- 
tist Convention in Seattle in June, and in*between 
conventions they will visit Chicago, Nashville, 
Fort Worth, Phoenix, Los Angeles, and the San 
Francisco area. 

Their expenses while they are on American 
wil are being defrayed by Baptist groups in the 
United States, even as all the expenses which the 
four Baptist visitors from America incurred while 
in Russia in 1955 were paid by the hosts. 
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Southern Baptist missionaries serving in Eu- 
tope will be in conference June 24-25 at the 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Ruschlikon- 
lurich, Switzerland. 


Know Your Youth Committee 


Chairman of the Administrative Committee of 
the BWA Youth Committee is the Rev. Forrest 
B. Fordham, who is director of the Department 
of Youth Work, Board of Education and Publica- 
tion, American Baptist Convention. 

Mr. Fordham is a grad- 
uate of the University of 
Redlands in California, 
1938, and of Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School 
in New York, 1941. He 
holds the Master of The- 
ology degree from Temple 
University. After four 
years as pastor in Phila- 
delphia, he joined the 
staff of the American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society as director of youth 
evangelism for the Baptist Youth Fellowship. In 
September 1950, he assumed his present position 
to give direction to the youth work of the Con- 
vention. He was married in 1941 to Miss Sylvia 
diDomenica, a graduate of Denison University. 
Their children include two sons and a daughter: 
Forrest, Jr., 13, Phyllis Ann, 10, and Tommy, 4. 
They live at 41 Campbell Avenue, Havertown, 
Pennsylvania. 





Russian Baptists Fill Pulpits 


“In every one of our members is a little Billy 
Graham—not a big one, just a little one,” de- 
clared Alexander Karev at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Washington, D. C., May 20. Sharing the 
pulpit with two of his fellow Baptists from Russia, 
he emphasized the fact that Russian Baptists are 
evangelistic. 

“Our Union is the youngest Baptist organization 
in Europe, now only 89 years old,” he said. 
“American Baptists have had an organized exist- 
ence for 300 years.” 

Although the Union has a membership of only 
one-half million, the actual number of Baptists in 
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1958—First Week of July 


Toronto, Canada 


Sth Baptist Youth World Conference 


It’s not too early to start... . 


» saving your funds to go 


» planning to have your group represented 
» sponsoring another group’s representative 
» offering your suggestions for the program 


Write: Robert S. Denny 
Baptist World Alliance 
1628 16th St., N.W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 


the U.S.S.R. is probably three million, he said. 
“To take a census we have to go from member to 
member, and ask, ‘How many did you bring to 
Christ?’ Some say 50—and it is not an exaggera- 
tion. We believe in the priesthood of believers. 
Every member is a little pastor with a congrega- 
tion of his own. All members know of five or six 
they have won to Christ who are not yet baptized.” 

Secretary Karev stated that the churches are 
“very careful” in baptizing a new member. Every 
candidate must wait a year or more. He was 
reared in a Baptist family and brought to Christ 
by his loved ones, but he had to wait for three 
years after he made his profession of faith. “We 
want all new converts to be able to stand up to 
all the troubles that they will encounter in the 
Christian faith,” he explained. “We want their 
roots to be deep.” 

The treasurer of the Council, the Rev. Ilya 
Ivanov, testified that at the age of 20 he met some 
Baptist young people who invited him to join their 
circle. He heard a Baptist preacher preach on 
a text from Acts 19, “Have you received the Holy 
Spirit?” and this caused him to find Christ. 
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staff: Arnold T. Ohrn, General Secretary; Robert 
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Work; Marjorie Moore Armstrong, Editorial 
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“Thirty-eight years ago my work in the church 
began,” he said. “Ten years ago I became treas- 
urer but I still preach as needed. Today is my 
spiritual birthday—May 20.” 

The Council’s vice-president, the Rev. Nikolai 
Levindanto, is superintendent of the Baptists in the 
Baltic states, Latvia, Estonia, and Lithuania. He 
said, “Forty-four years ago springtime came to my 
life.” Born into a Baptist family, he was not a 
Christian until he was fourteen. 

President Jakov Zhidkov and youth representa- 
tive Klaudia Tyrtova were guests at Alexandria, 
Virginia, First Church that morning. Each gave a 
personal testimony, and expressed gratitude for 
being able to renew fellowship with American 
Baptists. 


Baptists of Canada to Meet in August 

The fourth triennial assembly of the Baptist 
Federation of Canada will be held at Acadia 
University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia, August 25-28, 
1956. Representing the three historic conventions 
of Baptists together from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, the assembly will draw 600 delegates from 
the 1300 churches belonging to its constituency. 

Amon® the speakers are Dr. Culbert G. Rutenber 
of Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Phila- 
delphia; the Rev. Murray MacLeod of wee | 
Scotland; and Howard E. Butt of Corpus Cheiet, | 
Texas—a professor, pastor, layman combination. 
Dr. Watson Kirkconnell, president of the univer- 
sity, is the Federation’s president, and its general 
secretary is Dr. Thomas B. McDormand, a member 
of the BWA Executive Committee. 


Billy Graham took part in the meeting of the 
Executive Committee May 22 as a proxy for Dr. 
Johannes Norgaard of Denmark. At the luncheon 
he gave some of his observations during his recent 
tour of Asia. 
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